Hugh of St. Victor on Baptism of Desire

The Following is taken from the well-known workldtigh of St.
Victor . He was the most influential Catholic Thegian of the 19
Century (Died 1141) . He resided at the Monasté§toVictor in
Paris. He is well known for his theological treatalled “the
Sacraments of the Christian Faith (De Sacramemtifjook II, Part
7, on the sacrament of Baptism he states as fallows

“VII: Whether the after the precept of baptism wgagen anyone
could be saved with out actually receiving the aa@nt of baptism.

Some either through curiosity or zeal are accustbtménquire
whether anyone after the enjoining and proclainaihtihe sacrament
of baptism can be saved, unless he actually recéineesacrament of
baptism itself. For the reasons seem to be marafesthey have
many authorities, first because it is said: “Unlasaan be born again
of the water and the Holy Ghost, he cannot entertire kingdom of
God,” (Cf. John 3,5), and again: “He that believatid is baptized,
shall be saved,” (Mark 16:16). There are many qadsages, which
seem, as it were, to affirm that by no means cavehgaved who has
not had this sacrament, were, to affirm that byneans can he be
saved who has not had this sacrament, whatevealdave besides
this sacrament. If he should have perfect faithpibe, if he should
have charity, even if he should have a contritetamdble heart
which God does not despise, true repentance fqudkg firm
purpose for the future, whatever he may have, lienat be able to
be saved, if he does not have this. All this seson® them on
account of what is written: “Unless a man be bayaim of the water
and the Holy Ghost, he cannot enter into the Kimgad God,” (Cf.
John 3, 5).

Yet if someone should ask what has happened sz tivbo,
after shedding blood for Christ, departed this\Wi¢hout the
sacrament of water, they dare not say that mehi®kind are not
saved. And, although one cannot show that thigiisen in what is
mentioned above, yet they dare not say that, bedaissnot written

there, it is to be denied. For he who said: “Unkessan be born
again of the water and the Holy Ghost,” did not:ddd by pouring
forth his blood instead of water,” and yet hisriget although it is not
written here. For if he is saved who received wateaccount of
God, why is he not saved much more who sheds aatcount of
God? For it is more to give blood than to receisear. Moreover,
what some say is clearly silly, that those who dhledd are saved
because with blood they also shed water and inghgwater which
they shed they receive baptism. For if, those wieddled are said
to have been baptized on account of the moistuveatér which
drips from their wounds together with the corruptaf blood, then
those who are suffocated or drowned or are killeddme other kind
of death where blood is not shed have not beenzealpin their
blood and have died for Christ in vain, becausg thé not shed the
moisture of the water which they had within theadip. Who would
say this? So, he is baptized in blood who die<taist, who, even if
he does not shed blood from the wound, gives ltiekvis more
precious than blood. For he could shed blood dra did not give
life, shedding blood wound be less than giving lifeerefore, he
sheds blood well who lays down his life for Chrestd he has his
baptism in the virtue of the sacrament, withoutalhio have
received the sacrament itself, as it were, is dbeefit. So where
this is the case, to be unable to have the sactatnes no harm.
Thus, it is true, although it is not said, thehat he who dies
for Christ is baptized in Christ. Thus, they says itrue, although it
is not said there, and it is true because it id slewhere, even if it
is not said there. For He who said: Unless a mdmobe again of the
water and the Holy Ghost, he cannot enter the kingdf God,” the
same also said elsewhere: “He who shall confeskaftee men, |
will also confess him before my Father,” (Cf. Mét0,30). And so
what is not said there, is nevertheless to be staigd, although it is
not said, since it is said elsewhere. Behold tloeesivhy they say it.
They say that what is not said is to be understaogte it is it is not
said, because it is said elsewhere. If therefbig,i$ to be
understood in this place where it is not said,esihes said
elsewhere, why is it not also to be understoodlangiabout faith,
since it is said elsewhere: “He who believeth in ef&ll not die
forever,” (Cf. John 11,26). Likewise, He who sdidnless a man be



born again of the water and the Holy Ghost, he ateanter into the
Kingdom of God,” He himself said: ““He who belielhein me, shall
not die forever,”. Therefore, either deny faithconcede salvation.
What does it seem to you? Where there is faith revtieere is hope,
where there is charity, finally where there isfihiéand perfect
virtue of the sacrament, there is no salvation beedhe sacrament
alone is not and it is not, because it cannot lss¢ssed. “He that
believeth,” He said, “and is baptized, shall beesk¥/(Mark 16,16).
Therefore behold, there is no doubt but that whiegee is faith and
is baptism, there is salvation.

And what follows? “But he that believeth not sHzl
condemned,” (Cf. (Mark 16,16). Why did He wish peak thus?
Why did He not say: “He that believeth not andas lmaptized, shall
be saved?” Why, unless because it is of the witidlieve and
because he who wishes to believe cannot lack faittd.so in him
who does not believe, an evil will is always showhere there can
be no necessity which may be put forth as an exdN®e to be
baptized can be in the will even when it is nopassibility, and on
this account just is good will with the devotionitsf faith not
despised, although in moment of necessity he igepted from
receiving that sacrament of water which is exterbal you wish to
know more fully whether or not his reason is proe&ewhere by
more manifest authority, although even those aitteswhich we
have mentioned above seem so manifest that thereecao doubt
about the truth of them?

Listen to something more, if by chance this madtayut
which you should not be in doubt can be shown youenclearly.
Blessed Augustine in his book, “On the One Baptispeaks as
follows: Again and again, as | consider it, | fithcht not only
suffering for the name of Christ can fulfill whate/lacking to
baptism but also faith and the conversion of héaperhaps
assistance could not be rendered for the celebrafithe mystery of
baptism in straitened circumstances.” You seelthatlearly testifies
that faith and conversion of heart can sufficetfiar salvation of
good will where it happens that the visible sacnainoé water of
necessity cannot be had. But lest perhaps you thaighe

contradicted himself, since afterwards in the bobietractions he
disapproved of the example of the thief which he &assumed to
establish this opinion where he had said that hieelding of blood or
faith and change of heart could fulfill the pladdaptism, saying: In
the fourth book, when | said that suffering cowkle the place of
baptism, | did not furnish a sufficiently fittingc@mple in that of the
thief about whom there is some doubt as to whétbevas
baptized,” you should consider that in this plaeehly corrected an
example which he had offered to prove his opinfendid not reject
his opinion. But if you think that that opiniontis be rejected,
because the example is corrected, then what hedidds false, that
the shedding of blood can take the place of baptssmee the
example itself was furnished to prove that. Fodbesnot say:
“When | said thafaith could have the place of baptism,” but he says:
“When | said thasuffering could have the place of Baptism,”
although he had placed both in the one opiniotihdfefore,
regarding what he said, that suffering can havepthee of baptism,
an example has been furnished, since it is eskeddlithat it is true
without any ambiguity, it is clear that the exampigs afterwards
corrected but the opinion was not rejected.

You should, therefore, either confess that trité fand
confession of the heart can fulfill the place optiem in the moment
of necessity or show how true faith and unfeignearity can be
possessed where here is no salvation. Unless geyoapwvish to say
that, no one can have true faith and true chaibyg is not to have
the visible sacrament of water. Yet by what reamoloy what
authority you prove this |1 do not know. We meanwtib not ask
whether anyone who is not to receive the sacraofdmptism can
have these, since this alone as far as this mattencerned is
certain: if there were anyone who had these evémowi the visible
sacrament of water, he could not perish. Thereramy other things
which could have been brought up to prove thiswhadt we have
set forth above in the treatment of the sacramerjsove this point
we by no means think needs reconsideration.” — &anentis



